About ten months ago, patient gave birth to a still-born child.
About a week afterwards, the desire to evacuate the contents of the bladder became very frequent, sudden, irresistible, and attended with considerable pain, which was rather increased when the urine had been expelled. Mere change of position frequently induced the desire, and sometimes, when the urine was passing in a full stream, the flow would suddenly stop, to begin again when the posture was changed. On admission the above symptoms continued.
On passing a sound into the bladder, a stone was readily de- tected.
There was considerable mucous deposit in the urine, and the sleep was much disturbed.
June 27th.?The patient having been put under the influence of chloroform, a fine specimen of the common "fusible calculus," measuring fully 1^ inch in length by 1 inch in breadth, was extracted by means of the following simple apparatus. A piece of vulcanized india-rubber tubing, half an inch in diameter and six inches in length, was tied at the one end to a metallic rod four? teen inches long, slightly bent, and the size of a No. 10 sound. The elastic tube was then stretched along the rod, till the four inches at its extremity were scarcely thicker than the rod itself; and haying been oiled, the apparatus was introduced into the bladder for three or four inches, and the tubing allowed to contract itself, which readily took place, when the hand that held it extended was gradually relaxed. By this means, general and equable dilatation was in two or three minutes accomplished to the extent of the diameter of the tube, and the instrument was allowed to remain for a few minutes longer, when it was withdrawn, and the forefinger of my left hand, previously oiled, introduced into the bladder, which was easily done, and the stone brought to its neck, from which it was readily extracted by a small pair of lithotomy forceps. The A few days subsequent to this report, all the skin and cellular tissue, from about two inches above the wrist-joint to near the shoulder, and surrounding the arm, sphacelated and became detached, exposing the muscles. On account of the dreadful drain on the patient's constitution from the profuse discharge of pus, it became necessary to increase his wine to sixteen ounces daily, in addition to which he was subsequently allowed a bottle of London porter. The splint was hollow and was made of tin, and stretched from the shoulder to the wrist; it was fitted to the back of the arm and the under surface of the fore-arm, but was deficient behind, leaving the elbow-joint uncovered, the upper and lower portions of the splint being connected by strong wires which described considerable lateral cnrves.
A bandage having been applied to the fore-arm after the operation, and the arm laid in the splint, which was padded above and below, a few turns of a roller kept it in its proper place, and the deficiency behind and the curves of the wires permitted the joint to be dressed with the greatest ease, and so supported by bandaging that the bones of the arm and fore-arm could not fall out of their proper line. The use of the wires for connecting the two parts of the splint, gave us also the great advantage, that in process of cure they were easily and gradually bent till the fore-arm was at a right angle with the arm, which position to the patient will be of the utmost importance in the event of anchylosis of the joint. The flaps united in the readiest manner, and patient was sent home to the country quite well. In this case, from the long disuse of the leg, the muscles of the calf were so changed in their structure that it was impossible to say, judging by the eye alone, whether or not any trace of muscular structure still remained. It was my impression that no trace was left. The limb having inadvertently been thrown away, the structure which supplied the place of the gastrocnemeus and the other muscles was not examined by the microscope.
